THE OTTOMAN CONQUEST OF EGYPT                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             77

On Thursday, the 20th, the Sultan held a grand full dress
court, he himself being seated on the dais in his private
grounds, and conferred robes of honour on about twenty
Amirs [names omitted].

*        *        *        *        *

[73] On Tuesday, the 25th, the Sultan conferred a robe of
honour on the Sheikh of the Arabs, Amir Alimed Ibn Bakar,
and confirmed him in his appointment. The tribe of the Amir
had committed excesses during this year, such as do not occur
at the hands of the Franks, murdering people and plundering
property. Notable outrages were committed by Ibn al-
Judhami on the troops returning after their defeat, and by
the tribe of 'Abd al-Da'im in the east of the country, in the
shape of plunder and murder, and no one troubled himself
about it. However, a robe of honour was conferred on the
Sheikh, and no more was heard of these doings.

On Thursday, the 27th, the Sultan gave robes of honour
to several Amirs [names omitted].

*****

[74] On Saturday, the 29th, the Inspector of the Sultan's
private domain came up with the festival robes and displayed
them to the Sultan, spread out over the heads of the porters,

On Sunday, the last day of the month, Nasiri Muhammed
Ibn Bal Bai al-Mu'eyyed from Damascus arrived with the news
that Sellm Shah Ibn 'Othman had taken possession of the
city and citadel and had killed 'All Bai al-Ashrafi, Governor
of the citadel, and thirty-six Amirs of Damascus, besides some
of the Sultan's subjects living there. This Ibn Bal Bai
arrived dressed as an Arab, with a native cloak and head-dress.

When it became known in Cairo that Ibn 'Othman was
in. possession of Damascus the people were terror-stricken,
and said that it would be Egypt's turn next. They were
firmly convinced that it would come to this, and some
determined to fly to Upper Egypt. Both the Sultan and the
Amirs and all the people were much disturbed at this news,
especially as it was the eve of the " Festival of Fitr ", and the